
ENGLISH FOR CHEMISTRY II FOUNDATION  UNIVERSITY OF CRETE 
PROGRAMME 2016 

All students are required to send an email to the instructor (stating name, department 
and registration number) so that they receive an invite to the online writing course 
platform: Edmodo.com

Topic & 
Vocabulary  

 Skills Online learning platform

Week 1  

Introduction  to Organic 
Chemistry  

Organic structures; physical 
properties; 

Listening: 
Organic 
Chemistry

TASK 1  
Watch part of a YouTube video 
lecture and write an essay 
entitled “Introduction to Organic 
Chemistry”, adhering to academic 
essay writing guidelines. 

Week 2 

Chemistry 
Nomenclature: 
Names and Formulas 

Reading and writing compounds 
and equations-  
Chemical reaction types, formulas 
and equations 

Listening: 
Chemical 
Reactions and 
equations 

TASK 2  
Read the text used in class on 
nomenc la ture and make a 
question-and-answer mind-map. 
Then, compare your ‘General 
Chemistry Nomenclature” mind 
map with an other one online. 

Week 3 

Water treatment  
Waste Water Treatment 
Processes 
New Technologies for water and 
wastewater treatment (2008) 

Listening: 
Water treatment 
processes 

Favouring and un 
favouring views//
Evaluative 
language

Task 3 
You will have to write an essay 
favouring or nunfavouring the 
following view: “Many people 
cringe with disgust at the thought 
of having to drink treated toilet 
water. However, scientists claim 
that the “toilet-to-tap” approach 
can be perfectly safe.” Write an 
essay for and against the safety 
of drinking treated wastewater 
and justify your claims by using 
examples and evidence regarding 
water treatment processes from 
recent research studies.  

Week 4 

Functional groups and properties: 

Alkanes: Properties, Reactions 
and Conformations

Focus on 
Coherence and 
Cohesion 

Listening: 
Conformational 
Analysis of 
Alkanes 

Task 4 
Watch two videos on Alkanes 
conformational analysis and 
reaction and then write an essay 
focusing particularly on cohesion 
and coherence. 
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Week 5 

Chemistry Separation 
Techniques 

Summary writing 

Listening: Thin 
Layer 
Chromatography

TASK 5  
 Based on the videos and 
readings, write a summary of the 
separation techniques in 
Chemistry.

Week 6 

Acids & Bases 
Acids, bases Nomenclature

Listening: 
Salts & 
Neutralisation

TASK 6: No TASK 
Attend Library seminar

Week 7

Proteins and amino acids 
Listening & note-taking practice 
Making comparisons

A brief guide to 
writing in 
Chemistry

Task 7: Read the article 
(“Antibacterial Activity on 
essential oils”) and find examples 
to show what scientific 
conventions are used.

Week 8 

How to write a lab report. 
Experimental and explanatory 
descriptions(handout)

Task 8: 
Write a laboratory report on a 
recent experiment you conducted 
in the undergraduate UOC labs, 
following conventions given in 
class.

Week 9 

Intermolecular Forces 
From Raymond Chang, 1998, 
Chemistry 6th E., WCB/McGraw-
Hill, pp. 454-456 Liquids; ion-dipole 
and dipole dipole forces; London 
dispersion forces; hydrogen 
bonding; liquid crystals; ionic 
liquids 

Listening: 
Intermolecular 
forces

Task 9 
Write ppt slides for review by your 
classmates before the 
presentation 
& 
Give feedback to the person 
posting right after you in the 
Discussion.

Week 10 

Writing a CV  
and a cover letter 

TASK 10  
Write a cover letter and a CV in 
response to the advertisement 
given.

Week 11 

How to Write a Critical review 
Learn how to synthesize 
Summarising 
& paraphrasing for a critical review 
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/
critrev.html

TASK 11  
Write a Critical Review of the 
article on “Elevated Antimony 
concentrations (2010)”  

Week 12 
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Students submit homework every week on an online platform: edmodo.com  
Before you login you need to make an account using the latest class code (Ask the 
instructor). 

So, every week, with some exceptions, you will have to submit one assignment and 
one quiz. When using the Platform, please note that you can scroll down the timeline/
discussion board on Edmodo to find the assignment submission box (where you 
submit your work). Alternatively, you can look for the to-do-tasks in the calendar (a 
blue box with number 30 on it). Assignment questions or titles are updated every 
week and there you can find all required tasks and tests. 

It is important though to notice that the quiz is testing your knowledge of the 
vocabulary covered in class (You can find the text in your textbook and the videos in 
Edmodo). Kindly note that you should not try to click on the quiz (and try it out) 
before you are READY to take the test. This is because you can open it only ONCE 
and it is timed. In fact, if you take too much time thinking of the answers, you might 
run out of time. 

If you haven’t already done so, you can pick up the book from the instructor (office Γ 
301, Chemistry dept) or you can download a pdf version of it from Edmodo when you 
scroll down your timeline. 

Hope this was of help to you. Have a look around Edmodo and read all instructor 
posts BEFORE you do ANYTHING. If you feel like asking  more questions, feel free 
to do so. 

kind regards, 
Kallia Katsampoxaki-Hodgetts 
EAP instructor, University of Crete 
2810-545102, office Γ 301, Chemistry dept 
Website: https://chemistryenglish.wordpress.com 

! NB. Learning difficulties: Students with learning difficulties are more than welcome to take 3
private tutorials. No other exceptions will be provided as they are too to submit online 
assignments.  

ORAL Presentations (Individual 
only)

Task 12: 
Give a 10-minute Presentation of 
a Chemistry-related academic 
paper published by a UOC 
Researcher/ Professor after 2010.

Week 13

Interview (compulsory for all)  

Assessment: NO FINAL EXAMS

No written exams.

Submission of 8 written assignments & 8 quizzes (80%)

Presentation (10%)

Interview (Oral exam: 10%)

https://chemistryenglish.wordpress.com
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Acceptable Essay guidelines for English 2 

The following guidelines are here to help you focus on target writing skills, 
content and style, and score really high at your coursework: 

Plagiarism: references and paraphrase 
- All essays should provide references and in-text citations. Students found to 

have plagiarised will not acquire a pass mark. In fact, students should be 
able to paraphrase information they cite. 

Academic style and formality 
- Essay formality and appropriate academic style is also necessary As such 
phrasal verbs, apostrophe, informal words are not to be used, whereas 
features such appropriate hedging are expected to be used appropriately. 

Structure and organisation 
- Essay structure should follow general essay guidelines and include 
introduction, distinct main body paragraphs with clear topic sentences, and a 
conclusion) 
- Coherence and cohesion which indicate your ability to organise your ideas in 
sentences and paragraphs in a logical concise way is also expected to be 
another characteristic of your work. 

Vocabulary range 
- Wide vocabulary range used is an added plus ()based on our readings and 
videos seen in class. 

Grammar, syntax and punctuation 
- Grammatical accuracy and grammatical range are also to be taken into 

account. 

Critical writing 
- Use of evaluative language (over just descriptive language ) will add to the 
overall impression of your essay as it should signify your ability to be a critical 
writer (who does not just recite and present information but one that evaluates 
the validity of his/her arguments/sources.) 

Content 
-You are also expected to have read, understood, analysed, presented and 
synthesised a certain amount of target content (reading material and videos) 
in your textbook and the platform before you submit your work. 

Your instructor, 

Kallia Katsampoxaki-Hodgetts (2016)


