
English 1 For Material Science 2017

Instructor: Kallia Katsampoxaki-Hodgetts

Week 1 What is Materials Science(MS)
From text to presentation slides
Developing Critical Approaches; Fact vs opinion
Note-taking style; the Linear pattern 

Week 2 Types of Materials
Opening phrases for presentations
Note-taking style: abbreviations and symbols in MS

Week 3 Scientific Method (Video and Quiz)
Writing a report for Graphs and Charts 

Week 4 States of Matter; Solids, Liquids and Gases
Introduction ot formality (lecture)
Introduction to paraphrasing; changing the word class
Writing the opening sentence in a summary

Week 5 Properties of Metals (Reading)
The future of Metals (Reading 2) 
Topic sentences, support sentences and concluding sentences in a paragraph
Language focus: Passive Voice

Week 6 Ceramics: Structure and properties
Note-taking; Advanced ceramics
Glass: Is it really a liquid?

Week 7 Composites
Note-taking
Writing an argumentative essay (arguments and counter arguments)

Week 8 Polymers
Avoiding Wordiness
Language Focus: Gerund and Infinitive

Week 9 Graphene
Reading and Note-taking tasks
How to write references and make in-text citations

Week 10 Nanotechnology
Reading and Note-taking tasks
How to write summaries

Week 11 The Science of Wood (Reading and Note-taking task)

How to paraphrase and synthesise information from several sources

Week 12 Presentations and project (in pairs)

Week 13 Presentations and project (in pairs)



Assessment

Final Exam 60%
Presentation and Final Project 40% (Compulsory for ALL students -even proficiency holders)

Students in pairs or groups of three have to choose an article from
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/materials-today/  in order to give a presentation and write a 
project. Presentations should last no more than 5’ per presenter. The project must contain the 
following sections: Title, Contents pages, Mini summaries, Main Summary, Glossary, References, 
and a copy of the article.

Deadlines

Week 3 Proficiency holders to take diagnostic test. If they score more than 5 they can be  
exempt from final exams ONLY.

Week 4 Notify the tutor of the team members’ responsibilities and the article selected. 
Explain in a short paragraph why you chose this article.

Week 6 Write the contents page and the opening sentence of your project summary

Week 8 Write the subject specific glossary (and translation)

Week 10 Write the references of your work

Week 12 a. Submit the mini summaries and the main summary/paraphrase
b. Submit the powerpoint presentation slides (in pptx or pdf)

Each team member should be responsible for a distinct section of the presentation and the project. 
Each member of the team will be given a different mark depending on the task demand, their 
contribution and effectiveness.

NB.
Please contact the tutor first by email to ask any questions or to check availability for office hours.
Check the noticeboard before you ask the tutor a question. They might have already made a 
relevant announcement.
If you are looking for team members, you need to use our learning platform to find them. 
If you decide not to complete the project and/or the presentation, you are bound to fail the course!
If you worry about your level of English or you have any other learning related issues, you need 
to notify your tutor immediately.
Students will be divided in two groups in English 1. Attendance is recommended and rewarded.

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/materials-today/

